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Jazykova ruznost jako konstitutivni rys jazyka

IVO VASILIEV

Language diversity: a constitutive feature of language

ABSTRACT: The author submits that apart from external factors working towards diversity such
as differentiation of languages, there are structural factors inherent to natural languages that generate
diversity and which should be considered a constitutive feature of language. In order to facilitate
the analysis of language diversity, a comprehensive model of language and communication, called
anthropocentric, is proposed. It combines Ogden and Richards’ semiotic triangle and Biihler’s
speech model in a basic case of communication between two individuals possessing the same
language. Then, at least nine interfaces are identified where humans are presented with a number
of equally acceptable alternative solutions for developing their language units, thus inevitably giving
rise to diversity. Instances of such alternative solutions are then shown at the various interfaces,
starting with ways of building the syllable and the word, then proceeding to the interfaces of lexical
and syntactic meaning vs. structure of reality, of signifi¢ and signifiant, of individual signs and the
system of language, of langue vs. parole. Finally, it is suggested that the same alternatives that lead
to language diversity also enable alternative solutions to specific problems of lexicon and grammar
within individual languages, thus giving rise to various styles and supporting language change.

Key words: diversity of languages, constitutive feature, anthropocentric language model, arbitrari-
ness, sign, langue, parole, phonology, system

Klic¢ova slova: riznost jazykua, konstitutivni rys, antropocentricky model jazyka, arbitrarnost,
znak, langue, parole, fonologie, systém
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Afazie jako zdroj poznatki o fungovani jazyka
HELENA LEHECKOVA

Aphasia as a source of knowledge regarding the functioning of language

ABSTRACT: The evidence concerning the neurophysiological organization of language can be
obtained only indirectly, with one of the most important sources being aphasia. In this paper,
I present some results from my long-term neurolinguistic research. First, I survey the manifestation
of aphasia in different languages and offer a linguistic interpretation of these data. I argue that it is
the typological character of the language which influences the symptoms. My cross-linguistic study
showed that the decisive factors for evaluating aphasia in a language are: (a) the number of gram-
matical words; (b) the way in which grammatical morphemes are connected to the stem; (c) the
extent of paradigms. I then focus on the grammatical errors in the spontaneous speech of Czech
aphasics and discuss: (1) the distribution of errors among grammatical categories; (2) the hierarchy
of forms within each category. Finally, I present a synthesis of the morpho-syntactic aphasic symp-
toms in Czech. The aim of my work is not only to describe aphasia, but also to shed some light
on the functioning of language under aggravated conditions.

Key words: aphasia, agrammatism, typology

Klicova slova: afazie, agramatismus, typologie

Department of Slavonic and Baltic Languages and Literatures
University of Helsinki, Finland
<helena.leheckova @ helsinki.fi>



Pavel Stichauer

Teorie optimality a slovotvorba

Optimality Theory and word-formation

ABSTRACT: The present article is a brief overview of some of the papers that have recently attempt-
ed to apply Optimality Theory to word-formation. After an introduction to the main ideas of OT,
a survey of some of the most important constraints on word-formation processes is presented.
Against the background of two French nouns, avionneur and campaniste, widely discussed in Dal
& Namer (2005) and J. Stichauer (2006), respectively, it is argued that an OT account that would
go beyond the well-established phonological constraints, trying to integrate some of the semantic
ones, would encounter problems. In fact, it is not clear under what ranking and under what exact
constraints other possible outputs (e.g. avionniste versus avionneur, campanier Versus campaniste)
are to be evaluated. Nevertheless, the idea of constraint interaction, based on a ranking of violable
restrictions, is emphasized as an interesting framework quite different from the classic rule/exception
dichotomy.

Key words: Optimality Theory, word-formation

Klicova slova: teorie optimality, slovotvorba
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